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objects to one another; and can no more exist without them,
than fraternity can belong to a solitary man, or a convex
suiface present itself without a concave. In truth, the
quality which we get to know does not really belong to each
object, but is inherent in the pair as a dual object; and not
only could not be cognised, but would not exist, till they fell
into combination.

(2) If this be a true account of our elementary self-judg-
ments, it throws great light on the whole method of the
moral sentiments. If the first pair of impulses that compete
for our will disclose their relative worth by simply assuming
that attitude, it is the same with all the rest. Each in turn
! might be experienced in isolation, without giving us a moral
idea; but each in turn, entering with a rival reveals its com-
parative place and claims, and falls into the line of appointed
order. And when the cycle of original experience has com*
jpleted itself, when all the natural springs of action have had
their mutual play, and exhausted the series of moral permu-
tations, there will be resources within us for forming an entire
scale of principles, exhibiting the gradations of ethical rank.
We have only to collect the scattered results of particular
combinations, and dispose them on the ascending steps of
authority, and the flying leaves of the oracle, thus sorted out,
fall into the systematic code of Divine law. It must no
doubt be long before the materials are ready for the integral
work: indeed it may be fairly regarded rather as an approxim-
ation than as a scheme ever finished. For, in the constitu-
tion of the individual man, new natural springs of action
continue to arise, or greatly to change their character,
through more than one-third of tne common term of life.
And the maturing of society around the individual also
modifies his spiritual demands; producing, with more refined
and artificial wants, mixed forms of impulse, complicating
the list with interpolations and extensions. Still, the begin-
ning of a scheme of moral estimate may be made, by follow-
ing the clue which we have indicated, and seeking with it
the true hierarchy of human impulses. But, if we once let